
By KHUSHWANT SINGH

SHE went looking for love online.
Instead of finding it, 51-year-old
Khanim Omar was sentenced yes-
terday to eight months in jail, af-
ter having been duped by a man
she met through a dating website.

The MediaCorp technical pro-
ducer allowed her POSB account
to be used to launder about
$388,000, which had been stolen
from the Spanish bank account of
a Russian businesswoman.

Once the money was in, she
withdrew it on the same day and
handed it to Norlita Buang, 31, at
a fast-food outlet in King Albert
Park.

Khanim’s defence counsel
Mathew Kurian said she was “not
street-smart and gullible” and
had been made use of. She
worked at MediaCorp for more
than 30 years, and knew about
technical matters only, he said.

She got to know a Wayne Der-
ache, who remains at large,

through the badoo.com dating
website in January last year.

Five months later, she agreed
to let her bank account be used to
receive payments from overseas.
In return, Derache paid her
$15,000.

Between July 26 and Aug 1 last
year, she received three overseas
remittances totalling $387,768
from the Sabadell Atlantico bank
in Barcelona.

The bank had received e-mails
purportedly from Ms Ksenia Kor-
sun instructing it to transfer the
money to Khanim’s bank account
for a property investment.

Ms Korsun, 40, lodged a police
report on Aug 8.

Khanim, who was arrested,
pleaded guilty to receiving stolen
property and passing it to ano-
ther person.

She has surrendered $4,000 of
the $15,386 she received.

Norlita, a logistics officer, was
also arrested and charged.

For receiving stolen property,

Khanim could have been jailed for
up to five years, fined up to
$10,000, or both.

For handing the money to Nor-
lita, she could have received a jail
term of up to seven years, a fine
of up to $500,000, or both.
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By BRYNA SINGH

FOUR Malaysians have been
arrested for allegedly trafficking
about $373,000 worth of drugs.

They were caught at the
Woodlands Checkpoint trying to
bring in 250g of Ice, worth about
$37,000, and about 3.2kg of hero-
in, worth about $336,000.

The heroin seizure is one of
the largest this year.

Two male suspects, aged 20
and 29, were trying to clear immi-

gration in a Malaysia-registered
car on Wednesday evening when
their vehicle was stopped by Im-
migration & Checkpoints Authori-
ty officers.

A search of the car revealed 14
bundles of heroin and two
bundles of Ice hidden in one of
the door panels. A small amount
of Ice was also found in a com-
partment behind the car radio.

Central Narcotics Bureau offi-
cers subsequently placed both
men under arrest at the scene.

About an hour after the pair
had tried to gain entry, the other
two suspects, a 31-year-old man
and a 23-year-old woman, ar-
rived at the checkpoint in a
Malaysia-registered car. Both
were immediately arrested.

The first pair are being investi-
gated for drug trafficking. If con-
victed, they may face the death
penalty. Investigations are ongo-
ing with regard to the second pair
of suspects.
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